WB Steering Committee Work Day: Thursday, November 14, 2019
Today was a day for some of the members of the WB Steering Committee to come out and
work on the house we plan and coordinate for all year. It was a gloomy, cold day – never got
out of the 30s – but Donna Perry, Ronay LeBlanc, Pam Bradley, and I braved the elements. We
were joined by Karen Robbins, a SAWS2 team member and part of Hammer & Saw, and Liz, a
Hammer & Saw volunteer.
At the morning briefing, we met two new volunteers – Tiffany and Julie – who were working for
the first time ever. They worked across the street on drywall for the two houses on the corner,
so we had only a few moments to get acquainted. Both of them enjoyed their experience,
though, and Julie, who works at Lowe’s, is interested in doing more with some women from her
store.
Before we started work, I toured the house to get some pictures of its current status. The
house has a living room, kitchen, two bedrooms and a bath on the first floor. The second floor
has a bath and two bedrooms.
Here is the living room. I am standing at
the top of the stairs to the basement
looking toward the front door, which is on
Holworthy Street.
The kitchen is the unfinished area to the
left of the picture.
The long equipment you see in the
foreground is the brake they use to bend
the aluminum siding pieces that they use
for the trim. Our house has its trim, but
the other three houses are not yet done.
This is the kitchen, which is just inside the
side door of the house, which is on Dakota
Street.
Pam Bradley worked with another WB
team on Friday, November 15th, and
reported that that group worked on
putting drywall on the ceiling and walls of
the kitchen, making this an old picture
already!

These are pictures of the upstairs bedrooms. The one on the left is at the back of the house,
the side toward Jay Street. The one on the right is at the front of the house, facing Holworthy
Street. The pictures are dark because there are no lights in the house yet. Even though the
electricity has been completed and connected, there are no fixtures, so when we worked, we
used a work light connected to the generator outside.

The upstairs bathroom has its tub / shower fixture
installed.
The two downstairs bedrooms and the downstairs bath
have been drywalled like these rooms. The two
bedrooms on the first floor are smaller, and the bath is a
half-bath.

There were three areas of concentration for our work on the WB house. Pam and Ronay
worked on decking the front porch; Erwin worked on building the smaller deck for the side
door; and Donna, Karen, Liz and I worked upstairs putting in small, tricky pieces of drywall that
had been left when the walls were done.

On the left, Ronay (in the green) and Pam (in the blue) were conferring about the strategy for
putting on the plastic deck boards. On the right, Pam is attaching the boards to the deck frame.
The space along the front of the deck is deliberate at this stage. They started by installing the
full length – full width pieces of decking, then went back to cut the ones that abutted the posts
later. When they attached the decking, they drilled a hole first, then used a driver to put in the
screw. This ensured that the screw was less visible on the finished deck.

It was cold, but they were still
smiling in this photo!

It is hard to see, but just to the right
of the drill that Ronay is using is a
large framing nail. That is
temporarily inserted between the
boards to leave a standard amount
of space between them. The
spacing means that water will drain
better from the surface and keep
the deck drier.
Pam is pulling on the board as
Ronay attaches it, because the
decking was slightly warped.

The odd-shaped pieces had to be carefully measured
and then cut. In the above photo, Ronay and Pam are
using the table saw across the street to cut the pieces
they need to go up next to the house. In the photo on
the right, Ronay is fitting one of the pieces they cut while Pam brings over another one.

On the left, Ronay is putting in one of the spacing nails in preparation for attaching the piece
near the house. On the right, Ronay and Pam are drilling the screw holes and attaching the
piece they just cut. The plastic decking boards are very nice to work with, and the finished deck
is good-looking.

At the end of the day, Pam was removing snow
from the far end of the porch to check for places
that needed screws.

Meanwhile, Ronay was screwing down the last
deck boards.

At the end of the day, there was a very nicelooking porch on the front of the Women Build
house!

Because all of us knew our jobs (mostly), Erwin was able to work by himself on building the
smaller side deck that goes outside the side door of the house on Dakota Street. He removed
the temporary steps we have been using to get in and out of the house, and framed the new
deck and attached it to the house. I am standing in the doorway here looking down on his
work. Fortunately he was close enough to respond to cries of “E…R….W….I….N……!” all day
long.

This is a picture of the side of the house on
Dakota Street when we were done for the day.
You can see how the new, smaller deck will
provide a nice entry through the side door.

While Pam, Ronay, and Erwin were working outside, the four of us upstairs were pondering
how best to complete drywall in odd, small, hard-to-work with spaces in the upstairs bedrooms
and bath. The larger pieces on the ceilings and walls had been completed, but the nooks and
crannies of the closets, around doorways, and the angled pieces necessitated by the house’s
design were left for us to do.
Liz artfully studied, cut and placed several angled pieces around the doorway of the back
bedroom. These are very hard to do because the angle has to be absolutely right, and the
length and width have to work too. Finding a piece that is big enough is the first challenge,
then measuring it numerous times, figuring out the angle, and then cutting it without damage
all have to happen before you can put it into place. Liz has the patience of a saint, and she
completed several of these pieces.

On the left, she is cutting a piece for an angled corner.
On the right, she is test-fitting a piece to see if the angle is correct. She had already finished the
angled pieces on the other side of the doorway.

Donna, Karen, and I started our work in the upstairs bathroom.

The walls were not always square, so fitting
some of the pieces was more art than science.
On the left above, Karen is assessing the fit of
the piece over the bathroom door, while Donna
holds it in place. On the right above, Karen is
screwing the piece into place.
Here Donna is using the zip tool, a small saw, to
cut out the drywall blocking the doorway. When
you are putting small slices of drywall in narrow
spots, or putting up pieces around doorways, it is
often better to put up a larger piece that extends
into the doorway, then cut out the opening
afterward. This ensures that the pieces that are
left in place are neater, more intact, and that
there are fewer seams to mud and sand. Donna
became our expert with the zip tool. It is tricky
to use, because it is easy for it to wander where
you don’t want it to go.

Here is Karen is cutting a narrow
piece by scoring it with a utility
knife placed against a T-square.
The drywall cuts and breaks
fairly easily, which makes it nice
to work with, but it also
crumbles easily, which creates a
lot of dust and messy edges.
The dust is evident on my
camera lens!

Correctly attaching the
drywall is as much art as
science too. The screws need
to be recessed below the
surface of the drywall, so that
when they are mudded over,
there is no pucker or mark on
the wall surface. Getting the
screws in flat and recessed is
a challenge in a corner or
near the floor. Here Donna is
attached a piece while Karen
holds it in place with her foot.

When we were finished in
the bathroom and the hall
outside the bathroom, we
moved into the front
bedroom to finish drywall
around the closet.
Here Donna is cutting a
narrow piece for the inside
doorway. The ceiling of
the closet was angled,
which made attaching
some of the inside pieces
rather tricky.

Karen, top, and Donna,
bottom, are on the floor
again attaching a piece of
drywall on the outside
doorway of the closet.
You can see the dust on
Donna’s jacket. Karen’s
pants were completely
white from the dust you
can see on the floor in
front of Donna.

Because there was no heat in the house, we were working with gloves on all day, which made
all of the cutting and drill driving that much more difficult and awkward.

Here Karen is working to attach drywall to
the closet door jamb. Every surface needs
drywall! The amount of space on each side
of the piece is important for when they
attach the metal corner pieces, so we had
to measure each of these pieces precisely.

Outlets, switches and light fixtures posed
their own challenges. For this light switch, I
measured the distance from the top of the
piece to the top and bottom of the outlet,
and the distance from the side of the
drywall piece to each side of the outlet.
Then Donna measured the same distances
and we compared notes. Then we drew the
switch on the drywall with a pencil and
measured again. Only when we kept
coming up with the same numbers did
Donna use the zip tool to cut out the
rectangle for the switch. I am happy to say
that it fit perfectly the first time we put the
piece in place!

Pam Bradley sent me a report and photos from her work the next day, Friday the 15th, on the
Women Build house. As I noted above, one group worked to drywall the kitchen area. Another
group worked outside on the small deck outside the side door of the house.

First we had to nail
another piece of lumber
to one of the framing
boards for the porch.
Then we had to nail on
joist hangers to make
the attachment of the
porch to the house and
its frame stronger. You
can barely see them in
the left-hand picture
under the door.

Then we had to THINK,
measure, and cut
decking to create a sort
of border or frame
around the outside edges
of the deck. We goofed
once but Erwin, bless his
heart, didn't bawl us out.
We did beautifully the
second time! We made
pieces like this for one
side that goes back to
the house and then the
side parallel to the
house. Look at this
corner we made! We
were proud.
Our last assignment of the day was to measure and cut a piece of decking to fit under the door
sill and still go along the siding on either side of the door. You can see this piece in the top
photo on this page.

As you can see, construction on our house is moving right along! Dedicated groups of women –
Women Build team members and Hammer & Saw members – and Erwin are making
tremendous progress toward a finished home for Illeana and her family. Our house is further
along than the other three houses on Holworthy Street, even though our foundation was the
last to be excavated.
This is truly a women-built house, and it stands as tangible evidence of the work of the Steering
Committee to plan and coordinate the fundraising and the volunteer work that are necessary to
build this home. A weed-choked lot will become a home for a worthy family, an important
piece in a renewed neighborhood, and a contributing part of a city community, all thanks to the
donors and volunteers and the people willing to effectively put them together to make this
happen!

